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COMMUNITY & SAFETY
Post 164’s Legion Riders Road Captain, Fred Nelson, attended a “Road Captain’s Safety and Procedures”
training class. (2 attended)
Post 164’s Legion Riders Road Captain, Fred Nelson and Brian Hambek Riders Director finalized the
safety chapter in the Black Hills Chapter of the American Legion Riders Handbook. (42 members)
Post 164 awards an annual Law Enforcement Officer of the year. (The plaque was postponed to a
summer meeting due to preparations for the National Commander’s visit to Post 164)

Poker Run for the National Legacy Scholarship Fund – June 29, 2013 - It was a perfect day to participate
in the Poker Run organized by the Black Hills Riders of the American Legion and local Ambulance
Services from Spearfish, Belle Fourche, Newell, Sturgis, and Fire Department in Deadwood. The first stop
was at the old store in Aladdin, WY. Each participant received a bag that was filled up with first aid
supplies at each station to provide riders with a First Aid Kit for their motorcycle. One of the main
features of the Poker run, coordinated by Brian Hambek, was the option to have a basic health screening
completed through the five stops, providing opportunities for all Ambulance Services to showcase their
facilities and equipment.
The poker run gave participants a chance at the first prize, a $300.00 gift donation from the Deadwood
Lodge; second prize a patriotic quilt given by the Pohlman’s; and third prize a Jack Daniels bottle, special
edition, donated by the City of Sturgis. Although this was the first Poker Run for the Black Hills Riders,
the day brought in $1,300.00 and after expenses, about half went to support programs of the Northern
Hills Ambulance Services and the American Legion Riders to help pay for the education of children of
families who lost a service member in combat after 9/11, through the Legacy Scholarship Fund. (over 50
participants – Impact: 2 new Legion members & Riders)

Make-a-Difference Day – October 26, 2013 – Elissa’s Shed
Elissa Varner is an education senior at Black Hills State University finishing her internship this semester
to graduate in December with an Early Childhood and Special Education Composite major. Late
September, she received the devastated news that she had cancer. She requested a couple days off to have
an invasive surgery. Micheline Nelson, Director of the Office of Field Experiences, also Secretary of the
Black Hills Chapter started to follow Elissa’s journey. After meeting Elissa and her father the day before
she met her oncologist, the only concern for the family at that time was how they could complete some of
the outdoor projects. Through conversations, Micheline found out that Elissa really needed a yard shed to
store outdoor furniture, tractor mower, and additional tools to give her space in her garage to park her car
for the winter. There were only four days before Make-a-Difference Day. Micheline emailed the members
of the Black Hills Chapter of the American Legion Riders to suggest adopting Elissa’ Shed as their
community project for Make-A-Difference Day. The responses were overwhelming! There was a metal
yard shed in a box but wood was needed for the floor. Jim Childers used the winnings from the Optimist
Club Youth Ride Poker Run winnings to pay for the materials, Lynn Pohlman purchased waterproof
sealant for the deck, and many riders provided the food for 20 people.
Saturday came and under a blue sky and a warm sun, fifteen volunteers arrived determined to finish every
project on the list. Power tools, tables, extension cords were downloaded from pickups ready for day.
Teams divided the list of projects to accomplish. After six hours of continuous work, fifteen pairs of
hands and some help from the family, the yard shed was up and ready to fill, the lattice around the deck
was cut, nailed and stained, the yard raked, the tree branches cut and hauled to the rubble site, a load
taken to the Salvation Army, and the garage was ready for her car. (15 participants – impact: 1 new
member for Post 164; 4 new auxiliary members and 2 riders)

The Optimist Club Home Show – March 1-2, 2014
The first weekend of March was one of the coldest this winter; nonetheless the members of the
Auxiliary, Legion and Riders did not hesitate to set-up a joint booth at the 2014 Spearfish Optimist Home
Show. The key to bring awareness to the community was visibility, curb appeal, and strong member
presence. Despite negative temperatures, the booth was manned by 8 to 15 riders, auxiliary members,
and legionnaires, at all time. The auxiliary and Legion had a table with pictures of their programs and
projects, and newspaper articles. A sign-up sheet collecting prospective members’ information was also
available.
Impact:
 The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 164 gained 6 new members
 The American Legion Riders gained 8 new members
 The American Legion gain 13 new members and two renewed
This weekend brought 27 new members to the Legion Family and 2 renewed memberships.

Post 164 Commander Mitch Mechaley and Dept. Assistant Adjutant Dave Gutzmer

Jim Childers Post & Riders treasurer with legionnaires at the Home Show 2014

Fundraiser for the Spearfish Veterans Memorial
Post 164 and the Spearfish Veterans Monument Board Members sponsor many fundraisers during the
year to fund the new Spearfish Veterans Monument. The fund reached $85,000.

Patrick Lewellen Post Chaplain 2013 encouraging the Senior Line Dancer and
manning the sponsor table for door prizes

EDUCATION ACTIVITIES
During the National Education Week- November 22, 2013, Post legionnaires participated at the school
assembly honoring the school for their military education program.
The Post Honor Guard provided flag raising programs at West Elementary (grades 1-2) and Creekside
Elementary (Grades 3-5)
The Post participated in whole day safety program at Creekside (10 sessions) for close to 500 students to
teach about the different service flags, POW/MIA and American flags

YOUTH ACTIVITIES
Post 164 has sponsored Boy Scout Troop 17 continuously for 84 years.

Recognition of the five Eagle Scouts a the September 5 picnic
with Ron Schuttler- Post Adjutant and Fred Nelson Post Americanism Chairman

Post 164 continues to sponsor youth shooting sports by helping to sponsor the local 4H shooting team.
Post 164 Oratorical Program sponsored one contestants to the District contest. And the Balck Hills
Chapter of the American Legion Post 164 donated $150 to the district winner.

Post 164 sponsors an annual youth roller skating event with approximately 400 community youth and
parents that participate.

Post 164 sponsors 7 Boys State delegates and organized the District orientation for Boys and Girls State
– May 4, 2014 (91 attended)

Post 164 sponsors a successful American Legion baseball tea including sponsoring chili cook off, pancake
breakfast to fund the program. (150 to 200 attend the fundraising activities; games are well attended)

PATRIOTIC HOLIDAY PROGRAMS
Memorial Day
Post 164 and the Spearfish Honor Guard go to four cemetery every Memorial Day: Beulah, WY; The Little
Dane Church; St. Onge and Rosehill Cemetery. At St. Onge and Rosehill, the Post coordinates the
program and provides the speaker. At the Rosehill cemetery, the Post honors each veteran’s grave by
placing a flag. There are over 230 veterans buried in Spearfish.

Legionnaire Boyd Dean and daughters Natalie and Amanda

Patriot Day
September 11, 2013 – Legionnaires and Riders from Post 164 participated in the Patriot Day program in
Belle Fourche carrying an American flag for each South Dakota veteran who was in killed in action since
September 11, 2001.

POW/MIA Day - Post 164 members participated in the “Little White Table” ceremony at the Creek Side
Elementary School.
Veterans Day – The post provided a dinner for all area veterans and their family members. We served
approximately 250.

Independence Day – Post Honor Guard participated in the Independence Day Parade.

FLAG EDUCATION
Veterans in the Classroom - Post 164 participated in two classroom sessions which provided flag
etiquette lessons to 190 first graders at West Elementary.

On April 8, 2014, The Legion Family provided a flag program to nine (9) first grade classrooms
at West Elementary of Spearfish. After rehearsing the program, seven (7) Legion members and
American Legion Riders and six (6) Spearfish Honor Guards, were ready to demonstrate the flag
folding and unfolding ceremonies as well as the honor flag line. The Spearfish Auxiliary Unit
prepared the Flag Etiquette and provided cards with 10 rules to show respect to the flag. The
Black Hills Chapter of the American Legion Riders prepared 200 small flags donated by the
Legion Post 164, tying the rules of flag etiquette onto the flags with small ribbons.
On this sunny morning, the Legion Family did the program three times for three classrooms at-atime, before meeting all nine classrooms outside by the school flag pole. The Spearfish Honor
Guard raised the flag donated by the Women of War, honored by the Riders’ Flag Line and a
group of students signed the Pledge of Allegiance. One Veterans’ mother once said: "The best
way to honor those Americans who perished during the attack on our nation and our way of life
on September 11, 2001 is to go where our nation sends us in the war against terror, and bring to
justice those responsible." It was requested that this flag who flew on the battlefield of
Afghanistan be flown “in honor and support of those who have served and those who continue to
serve.” Once the flag was hoisted, after the 190 first graders, hand on their hearts, said the Pledge
of Allegiance, they each received a flag with the proper way to respect it.

First graders facing the Spearfish Honor Guard and on the back row, The Black Hills
Chapter of the American Legion Riders

SERVICE TO GOD AND COUNTRY
Post 164’s Honor Guard provides service at 40 local funerals and participates in parades and special
community functions. The Black Hills Chapter of the American Legion Post 164 did 8 escorts and 10 flag
lines.

